Rt. 12, Frederick, «d, 21701 

11/20/76 


Mr. Potor 0. Grenquist, President 
Trad* ^ook Division 
Prentiae-Hall , lac. 

Englewood Cliff s , N.J. 07652 

Boar Mr. Greaquiot, 

Your rapid acknowledgement *f 11/18 and some *f the laigaage in it appear to no 
t* be sign* *f good iuteatloaa. I therefore find it welcome and want to do as auoh aa 
I can or you or your people aay aak a* you can b* satisfied and a* that the continuing 
damage can be relieved. By a carbon I am informing my counsel, Jim Leaar. 

1 do believe it would be voiy helpful to you for your counsel to speak to him as 
soon aa possible. This is not only because he is my lawyer. It ia more becaua* of his 
own dealings with L ano and on this subjeot and because of the problems presented to him 
as James Marl Hay's only counsel of record by some of Lano's incredibly unethical acts. 

I*u become involved in thorn because of your contractual relationship with Lan*. I know 
Lgn* well enough to bo confident ho is trading on your nan* in those things. 

Ynu ar* welcome to show him not only the letter you refer to but nil of then. I 
believe I told you this in my first lotter. I'll go fnrthur. You can arrange a confronta- 
tion between bin and as. This will eliminate his possibility of deceiving you. Over the 
years of his thievery and dissembling he has had stock non-rosponsea, auoh as that I aa 
impossible, that nobody can got along with no, that I imagine those things, etc. What ia 
immediately in question is faot, not opinion. Yp* have l±t±l* way of knowing whether 
hio representations are factual. 1 do. So does Loo Payne when he returns. (He should 
then bo in a position to do n unique book of current topicality, if I nay suggest it.) 
Ordinarily I would not expect lone to agree to any such confrontation. However, he now 
has enough at stake so that ho night. If thsro ia one I'd like it to bo tap* recorded 
and be available to the current House of Represoatativoa investigating coamitte which ho 
baa already led into difficulties by a combination of hio tohfts and dishonesties. Those 
4s defase the FBI /and they have misled the committee. That Lane is the cause of the 
most rocont one was confirmed to M r . Looar and no Wednesday when the chief counsel 
us ts ssnfer on thi* dubject. 

Whan you have a contract with no end ho la misleading a Concrdssienal inquiry in 
a field in w ich ho has dome ms original work I think you do have an involvement whether 
•v not you Intend it. This is separata from the damage to no. Th* committee mow has no 
w*y of knowing this. However, in th* spirit of your third paragraph, I am informing you. 
Also, I beliove thatnh what he has done subjects him toh bar disciplining. While I be- 
lieve you have a* knowliogo of this 1 do believe it can and will react against you. 

Under normal conditions the existence of a contract for a bock on a subject can 
discourage another publisher from becoming interested in that subject. In this cas* what 
is net normal, the thiovory, conbined with the known existence of the contract is in it- 
■olY da magin g to mo. I have had this experience with Lane before. Y#u are wolcono to tho 
rooordn. Loolio Fro win, in England, was drafting a contract for ny first book when he was 
fod false information about th* appearance of hano's, which was contracted by th* Bodloy 
Head. The false information related to the pub date. Frewin feared it would croan tho 
market. A* a result ho decided against publishing ny book. Thor rovers* situation was th* 
actuality. Lino's book did not appear in any form, anywherp until long after I published 
mino and that was quite long aftor Frowin was deceived. 

It appears to no that your interest and mins are both boat served by your doing 
whatever you nay do aa speedily as posuibloi Without oono assurance of this I will have 
to ask Losar ts do what he considers appropriate and necessary under the circumstances. 
Mr. Loser's two phonos nr* 20^/225-5567 and 484-6025. 

Sincerely, Harold Weisberg 

■* \ 


